
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Pesticide Program’s 
Desk Statement on the 2,4-D IARC report 
 
On June 23rd, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) released a scientific assessment 
which retains the group’s previous classification of 2,4-D as a “2B carcinogen” (possibly carcinogenic to 
humans).  This resulted from the June 3rd, 2015 United Nations World Health Organization’s 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) meeting to review the carcinogenic potential of 2,4-
D.   
 
EPA reviewed 2,4-D in 2014 as part of its decision to register Enlist Duo and found that the data do not 
support a cause and effect relationship between exposure to 2,4-D and non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. This is 
the same conclusion reached by an earlier review of the issue by the FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel. 
 
2,4-D is currently undergoing registration review, EPA's periodic review of pesticide registrations to 
ensure that each pesticide continues to satisfy the statutory safety standard for registration; that is, the 
pesticide can perform its intended function with reasonable certainty of no harm to people from 
residues in food and water and that it will not cause unreasonable adverse effects on the environment 
when used according to the product label. Through this program, EPA is ensuring that each pesticide's 
registration is based on current scientific and other knowledge, including its effects on human health 
and the environment. 
 
The scope of the registration review process is to evaluate previously conducted human health risk 
assessments using the most recent scientific information, agency policies, and risk assessment 
methodologies in order to identify data deficiencies and future actions/work needed for the pesticide. 
The risk assessments and toxicology for 2,4-D will be revisited during this process and will include IARC’s 
assessment after publication of Volume 113 of the IARC Monographs. EPA will determine whether any 
risk mitigation is needed to address unreasonable risks to humans.  
 
Currently, we expect to release for public comment the draft human health risk assessment for 2,4-D in 
March 2016.   
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